Harvard/UCSD/Caltech/Penn Module 

N=2500

Questions for Erik.   

1. Why ask gas price pre and post?  Can I ask just pre? Why after the experiment?

2.  I put stimulus as additional treatment.

3.  ALR?

PRE

HSD100    Supreme Court Appointments

Over the past year and a half, the Senate has considered the appointments of Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan, to the Supreme Court of the United States.









      For
    Against  Not Sure

Did Senator [name1] vote for or against Elena Kagan?

o
o
o

Did Senator [name2] vote for or against Elena Kagan?

o
o
o

Did Senator [name1] vote for or against Sonia Sotomayor?

o
o
o

Did Senator [name2] vote for or against Sonia Sotomayor?

o
o
o

Roll Call Votes

Congress has considered many specific bills this year.  We’d like to know how you think your members of the U. S. Senate and House of Representatives voted on each of these.  

HSD101
ARRA

In January,  2009, Congress voted on the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, also known as the Economic Stimulus Bill.  The bill authorizes $787 billion in federal spending to stimulate economic growth.

How did your representatives vote on the Stimulus Bill?









Did Not
I Don’t







For  Against   Vote

Know

Representative [name] voted …

  o
o
o

o

Do think that Senator [name] voted  …
  o
o
o

o

Do think that Senator [name] voted …
  o
o
o

o

HSD102  
Jobs

In February 2010, Congress considered a Jobs Bill.   This bill gave tax breaks to companies that hired people who had been unemployed more than 60 days and extended health insurance (COBRA) for unemployed people.   

How did your representatives vote on the 2010 Jobs Bill?









Did Not
I Don’t







For  Against   Vote

Know

Representative [name] voted …

  o
o
o

o

Do think that Senator [name] voted  …
  o
o
o

o

Do think that Senator [name] voted …
  o
o
o

o

HV 90, HR 2847

SV 55, 

HSD103
Climate Bill

The American Clean Energy and Security Act is a bill that imposes a cap on carbon emissions and allow companies to trade allowances for carbon emissions.  It also provides funds research on renewable energy.

How did your representatives vote on the Climate Bill?









Did Not
I Don’t







For  Against   Vote

Know

Representative [name] voted …

  o
o
o

o

Do think that Senator [name] voted  …
  o
o
o

o

Do think that Senator [name] voted …
  o
o
o

o

HSD104  
Health Bill


The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, also known as the Health Care Act, requires that all Americans obtain health insurance and allows people to keep their current providers or opt into an insurance pool.  It forbids insurance companies from denying coverage for preexisting conditions or dropping people from coverage because of illness. It extends the Medicare prescription drug benefit, and is paid for with tax increases on those making more than $500,000 a year.


How did your representatives vote on the Health Care Act?









Did Not
I Don’t







For  Against   Vote

Know

Representative [name] voted …

  o
o
o

o

Do think that Senator [name] voted  …
  o
o
o

o

Do think that Senator [name] voted …
  o
o
o

o

HSD105  Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act of 2009

The Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, also known as the financial reform bill, increases the power of the federal government to regulate financial firms and 

…

How did your representatives vote on the Financial Reform Bill?









Did Not
I Don’t







For  Against   Vote

Know

Representative [name] voted …

  o
o
o

o

Do think that Senator [name] voted  …
  o
o
o

o

Do think that Senator [name] voted …
  o
o
o

o

HR 4173

[Note:  Senate Vote 162]

HSD106  EPA

A 2007 Supreme Court decision that gave the Environmental Protection Agency the power to regulate greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide emissions from cars and power plants.   Congress tried to overturn this decision.  How do you think your legislators voted?

How did your representatives vote on the 2010 Jobs Bill?









Did Not
I Don’t







For  Against   Vote

Know

Representative [name] voted …

  o
o
o

o

Do think that Senator [name] voted  …
  o
o
o

o

Do think that Senator [name] voted …
  o
o
o

o

Senate Vote 184

HSD107   Repeal Don’t Ask Don’t Tell

“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” allows gays to serve in the military, but not openly.   The rule forbids the military from asking sexual preference and it forbids those in the service from stating their sexual preference openly.   Congress considered overturning this rule.  How do you think your members of Congress voted?

How did your representatives vote on the 2010 Jobs Bill?









Did Not
I Don’t







For  Against   Vote

Know

Representative [name] voted …

  o
o
o

o

Do think that Senator [name] voted  …
  o
o
o

o

Do think that Senator [name] voted …
  o
o
o

o

Two votes.  HVote 336

HSD110

“Do you think Saddam Hussein was personally involved in the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon?”

1  
Yes

2  
No

9  
Not sure

HSD111a

Special instructions:  Follow with 111b only if first answer is NO or DON’T KNOW

“Has the U.S. found Saddam Hussein’s weapons of mass destruction in Iraq?”  

1  
Yes

2 
 No

9  
Not sure

HSD111b

Special instructions:  Ask only if answer to 111a is NO or DON’T KNOW 

“Do you think Iraq probably does or probably does not have weapons of mass destruction that the United States has not found yet?”

1
Probably does

2
Probably does not

9  
Not sure

HSD112

“Thinking back to just before the U.S. took military action in Iraq in March 2003, did you believe at that time that Saddam Hussein was personally involved in the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 on Washington, D.C. and New York City?”

1  
Yes

2  
No

3 
Don’t remember

HSD113

“Again, thinking back to just before the U.S. took military action in Iraq, did you believe at that time that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction that were a threat to the U.S. or its allies?”  

1  
Yes

2  
No

3  
Don’t remember
HSD114a

Special instructions:  Ask 114b if answer if 114a is YES.

“In March of 2003 the United States took military action in Iraq to depose Saddam Hussein.  Do you remember whether at that time you favored or opposed the U.S. taking action?”

1  
Yes

2  
No

HSD114b

Special instructions:  ask only if answer to 114a is YES 

“Did you favor or oppose that decision?”

1
 Favored

2  
Opposed

9  
(Not applicable) 

HSD115

Special instructions:  Ask 116 if answer to 115 is YES.

“As you know, in October of 2001, the United States took military action in Afghanistan to overthrown the Taliban government when it refused to hand over Osama bin Laden, who responsible for the September 11 attacks on the United States. Do you remember whether at that time you favored or opposed the U.S. taking this action?”

1  
Yes

2  
No

HSD116

Special instructions:  ask only if answer to 115 is YES 

“Did you favor or oppose that action?”

1
 Favored

2  
Opposed

9  
(Not applicable) 

Obama Questions

HSD117

God in history

Do you believe that God intervenes in human affairs and shapes historical events?

1 
  Yes, regularly; history is determined by God

2            Yes, but only rarely; history is mostly made by human beings and natural events.

3             No.  History is made by human beings and natural events without divine intervention

9  
  Not sure

HSD118

Do you believe that Barack Obama was chosen by God to lead the United States in the global war on terrorism? 

1
Yes

2 
No

9
Not sure


HSD119

According to the Constitution, American Presidents must be “natural born citizens.”  Some groups claim that Barack Obama was not born in the United States, but was born in another country.  Do you think that Barack Obama was born in the United States, or do you think he was born in another country?

1. 
Barack Obama was born in the United States

2.
Barack Obama was born in another country

9
Not sure

HSD120

Which is Barack Obama’s religion?  (rotate first six options)

1
Christian 

2
Muslim

3
Jewish

4
Buddhist


5
Hindu

6
Atheist or agnostic

7
Other

9
Not sure

HSD 121
House 2008 Vote

In the 2008 general election, for whom did you vote for the U.S. House of Representatives? 

<1> 
The Democratic Candidate

<2> 
The Republican Candidate
<3> 
Did Not Vote

<4> 
Don’t Recall.
HSD 122  Senate 2008 Vote

For whom did you vote for the U.S. Senate? 

<1> 
The Democratic Candidate

<2> 
The Republican Candidate

<3> 
No Senate Election
<4> 
Did Not Vote

<5> 
Don’t Recall.

HSD123
DCand-Health
Regarding the Health care legislation passed last March, issue, do you think [Democratic House candidate]:

1
Favors the legislation in about its current form

2
Wants to make significant changes in the legislation

3
Wants to repeal the legislation and start over on health care reform

9
Not sure

HUM124
R-Cand Health
Regarding the Health care legislation passed last March, issue, do you think [Democratic House candidate]:

1
Favors the legislation in about its current form

2
Wants to make significant changes in the legislation

3
Wants to repeal the legislation and start over on health care reform

9
Not sure

HUM125

“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” allows gays to serve in the military, but forbids them from doing so openly.  This policy is currently under review by Congress and military leaders.   Do you think [Democratic House candidate]:

1
Wants to repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” and allow gays to serve openly

2
Wants to ban gays in the military out right

3
Wants to keep “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”

9
Not sure

HSD126

“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” allows gays to serve in the military, but forbids them from doing so openly.  This policy is currently under review by Congress and military leaders.   Do you think [Democratic House candidate]:

1
Wants to repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” and allow gays to serve openly

2
Wants to ban gays in the military out right

3
Wants to keep “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”

9
Not sure

I can imagine similar Questions about positions on gun control, abortion, taxes, etc.

Issue Importance

HSD150

What do you think is (was) the most important issue in the upcoming (recent) election? (rotate)

1
Jobs and the economy

2
The federal budget deficit

3
The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan

4
Taxes

5
Health care

6
Moral issues such as abortion and same sex marriage

7
Other

HSD151

What do you think is (was) the second most important issue in the upcoming (recent) election? (rotate)

1
Jobs and the economy

2
The federal budget deficit

3
The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan

4
Taxes

5
Health care

6
Moral issues such as abortion and same sex marriage

7
Other

More Economy Questions:

HSD152

How would you rate the condition of the national economy these days?  Is it very good, fairly good, fairly bad, or very bad?

1
Very good

2
Fairly good

3
Fairly bad

4
Very bad

9
Not sure

HSD153

Who do you blame more for the current conditions of the United States Economy—Former president George W. Bush or President Barack Obama? (rotate)

1
George W. Bush

2
Barack Obama

3
Both

4
Neither

9
Not sure


HSD154

Do you think providing government money to banks and other financial institutions helped the economy, hurt the economy, or made no difference?

1
Helped

2
Hurt

3
Made no difference

9
Not Sure 

HSD155

Do you think the economic stimulus law passed in early 2009 in order to fight the recession helped save jobs, caused more jobs to be lost, or made no difference in the number of jobs lost during the recession?

1
Help save jobs

2
Cause jobs to be lost 

3
Made no difference

9
Not Sure

HSD156

(Asked only of homeowners as identified in the profile items):

Is your home worth more or less than the amount you owe on your mortgage:

1
More

2
Less

3
About the same

9
Not sure


HSD157.    Do you think the unemployment rate would be higher, lower or about the same had John McCain been elected President?

Much higher
Somewhat higher
About the Same
Somewhat Lower
Much Lower


HSD158.   The Dow Jones Industrial Index measures the value of the stock market.   The Dow Jones has ranged between 14,400 and 7,500 over the past three years.  What is your best guess of the value of the Dow Jones today?

______(a number)

HSD158a.   How confident are you in that estimate?


HSD159. Do you think the value of the stock market (the Dow Jones Industrial Index) would be higher, lower or about the same had John McCain been elected President in 2008?

Much higher
Somewhat higher
About the Same
Somewhat Lower
Much Lower


Congressional Control Battery

(60 points)
At stake in the coming election is control of the U. S. House of Representatives and U. S. Senate.
HSD160
How likely do you think it is that the Republicans will win control of the U. S. House?

Very Likely

Somewhat Likely

About Even Chance

Somewhat Unlikely

Very Unlikely
HSD161
How likely do you think it is that the Republicans will win control of the U. S. Senate?

Very Likely

Somewhat Likely

About Even Chance

Somewhat Unlikely

Very Unlikely
Alternative versions

HSD160
How likely do you think it is that the Republicans or the Democrats will win control of the U. S. House in the November 2010 election?

Very Likely Republicans

Somewhat Likely Republicans

About Even Chance 

Somewhat Unlikely Democrats

Very Unlikely Democrats
HSD161
How likely do you think it is that the Republicans or the Democrats will win control of the U. S. Senate in the November 2010 election?

Very Likely Republicans

Somewhat Likely Republicans

About Even Chance

Somewhat Unlikely Democrats

Very Unlikely Democrats
HSD170

Four Treatments (400 per):

Treatment A (500):

No Information 


Treatment B (500):

Your Member of the House of Representatives is Name and Party

Treatment C (500):

Your Member of the House of Representatives is Name and voted {for/against} the Stimulus Bill, {for/against} the Climate Bill, {for/against} the Financial Reform Bill, {for/against} the Health Bill, {for/against} the Repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”

Treatment D (500): 

Your Member of the House of Representatives, Name, is a {Party} and voted {for/against} the Stimulus Bill, {for/against} the Climate Bill, {for/against} the Financial Reform Bill, {for/against} the Health Bill, {for/against} the Repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”

HSD180.  All things considered do you think your member of Congress has done a good job representing the district?

Very Good 

Good 

Fair

Poor

HSD181. All things considered, who would you prefer in the 2012 election for U.S. President?

Barack Obama
A Democrat other than Obama
A Republican

HSD182

On a scale of 0-10, how well do the Democrats and the Republicans represent YOUR interests where 0 means “does not represent my interests at all” and 10 means “represents my interests almost perfectly?

Widget 0-10 for Democrats

Widget 0-10 for Republicans

Final common content question – House Vote.

POST

HSD400
Regarding the Tea Party movement, do you think [Democratic House candidate]

1
Supports the Tea Party movement’s goals

2
Opposes the Tea Party movement’s goals

3
Neither supports nor opposes the Tea Party movement

9
Not sure

HSD401
Regarding the Tea Party movement, do you think [Republican House candidate] 

1
Supports the Tea Party movement’s goals

2
Opposes the Tea Party movement’s goals

3
Neither supports nor opposes the Tea Party movement

9
Not sure

The unemployment rate is the percent of people actively searching work but not presently employed.  Since World War II it has ranged from a low of 2 percent to a high of 11 percent.

HUM404. Unemployment Estimate

What is your best guess about the unemployment rate in the United States today?  Even if you are uncertain, please provide us with your best estimate of the percent of people seeking work but currently without a job in the United States.

____% [have a flag that only allows a positive #]

HUM405. Unemployment Confidence

How certain are you of that estimate?

Certain
Very Confident
Somewhat Confident
Somewhat Unconfident
Not Very Confident
No Confidence At All     [Make this option selected by default]



The inflation rate is the annual percentage change in prices for basic goods like food, clothing, housing, and energy.  Since World War II it has ranged from a high of 14 percent (a 14% increase in prices over the previous year) to a low of -2 percent (a 2% decline in prices over the previous year).

HSD406.  Inflation Estimate

What is your best guess about the inflation rate in the United States today?  Even if you are uncertain, please provide us with your best estimate of about what percent do you think prices went up or down in the last 12 months.

Do you think prices went up or down?

Up
Down

HSD407.  By what percent do you think prices went up or down?

____% [have a flag that only allows a positive #]

HSD408.  Inflation Confidence

How certain are you of that estimate?

Certain
Very Confident
Somewhat Confident
Somewhat Unconfident
Not Very Confident
No Confidence At All     [Make this option selected by default]

[Prevent from going back]


HSD409. {EXPERIMENT}
Treat 0.  1/3 of sample.  Blank.

Treat 1.  1/3 of sample.  According to the Federal Government, the unemployment rate in today is XXX percent. Please confirm you have read this by entering today's unemployment rate below:

____% [have a flag that only allows a positive #]


Treat 2.  1/3 of sample.  According to the Federal Government, prices have increased approximately XXX percent (inflation is XXX%) compared with last year. Please confirm you have read this by entering today's inflation rate below:

____% [have a flag that only allows a #]


Treat 3.  At the end of 2010 the $787 billion dollar stimulus act will expire. This means that although the US Federal Government spent $787 billion on stimulus over the past year and a half, $0 will be spent on stimulus in 2011 or 2012.  Please confirm you have read this by entering the first year in which there will be no stimulus spending:

____ [have a flag that only allows a positive #]

The unemployment rate is the percent of people actively searching work but not presently employed.  Since World War II it has ranged from a low of 2 percent to a high of 11 percent.

HSD410. What do you expect the unemployment rate to be a year from now? Even if you are uncertain, please provide us with your best estimate of the percent of people who will be seeking but without a job in the United States in November, 2011.

____% [have a flag that only allows a positive #]

HSD411. Future Unemployment Certainty

How certain are you of that estimate?

Certain
Very Confident
Somewhat Confident
Somewhat Unconfident
Not Very Confident
No Confidence At All     [Make this option selected by default]

The inflation rate is the annual percentage change in prices for basic goods like food, clothing, housing, and energy.  Since World War II it has ranged from a high of 14 percent (a 14% increase in prices over the previous year) to a low of -2 percent (a 2% decline in prices over the previous year).


What do you expect the inflation rate to be a year from now? Even if you are uncertain, please provide us with your best estimate of about what percent do you expect prices to go up or down in the next 12 months.

HSD412. Do you expect prices to go up or down?

Up
Down

HSD413 By what percent do you expect prices to go up or down?

____% [have a flag that only allows a positive #]

HSD414. Future Inflation Certainty

How certain are you of that estimate?

Certain
Very Confident
Somewhat Confident
Somewhat Unconfident
Not Very Confident
No Confidence At All     [Make this option selected by default]


HSD416

What is your opinion of the following leaders? (rotate)

	
	Favorability:

	
	Favorable
	Unfavorable
	Not Sure/never heard of 

	Mitt Romney 
	
	
	

	Barack Obama
	
	
	

	Sarah Palin
	
	
	

	Hillary Clinton
	
	
	

	Mike Huckabee
	
	
	

	Tim Pawlenty
	
	
	

	John McCain
	
	
	



HSD417. All things considered, who would you prefer in the 2012 election for U.S. President?

Barack Obama
A Democrat other than Obama
A Republican
HSDS418

On a scale of 0-10, how well do the Democrats and the Republicans represent YOUR interests where 0 means “does not represent my interests at all” and 10 means “represents my interests almost perfectly?

Widget 0-10 for Democrats

Widget 0-10 for Republicans

HSD419.   All things considered do you think <RepName> has done a good job representing your district in the U. S. House of Representatives?

Excellent 

Good 

Fair 

Poor

HSD420.   All things considered do you think <Senator 1> has done a good job representing <state>?

Excellent 

Good 

Fair 

Poor

HSD421.   All things considered do you think <Senator 2> has done a good job representing <state>?

Excellent 

Good 

Fair 

Poor

HSD422

Thinking ahead to 2012, do you think you are more inclined to vote for the Democrat or the Republican in the U. S. House election?

Democrat

Republican

